an hour of the time when the doctor was supposed to dismiss his last patient. Immediately after their arrival, a lady and gentleman, evidently husband and wife, had been summoned to the consulting room and they were still there half-an-hour later. All this time these two had sat in perfect silence. They were straDgers, and apparently not sufficiently interested in one another to speak, yet there was an air of distinction about both which rendered them noticeable. The lady was young and beautiful, perhaps four and twenty years of age, with a tall, finely moulded figure, and 
They had arrived almost at the same moment, and within a quarter of an hour of the time when the doctor was supposed to dismiss his last patient. Immediately after their arrival, a lady and gentleman, evidently husband and wife, had been summoned to the consulting room and they were still there half-an-hour later. All this time these two had sat in perfect silence. They were straDgers, and apparently not sufficiently interested in one another to speak, yet there was an air of distinction about both which rendered them noticeable. The lady was young and beautiful, perhaps four and twenty years of age, with a tall, finely moulded figure, and a face at once sweet and imperious, with delicately chiselled features and a determined expression. Her eyes and hair were brown, and her complexion clear and pale, a pallor which, however, took nothing from her appearance of perfect health ; and her companion as he looked at her again and again was, more puzzled each time to account for her visit to the fashionable physician of the fashionable wateringplace of Clearwater. Her name was Beatrice Stanford, and some particulars which her companion did not know until long afterwards, may as well be given here at once. She was rich and her own mistress. Her father had been a retired Indian officer, who had inherited the family property rather late in life, and who had inherited a large fortune from his mother. His wife, too, had been rich, and all the accumulated wealth of both parents now belonged to their only child. She had never known her mother, and her father had died soon after her twenty-first birthday. After 
